SEPTEMBER 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2009

On 4th September the local M.P. Matthew Taylor visited the village as he regularly does at this time of the year.  He is to step down at the next general election.

The Cornish Gorsedd was held at Looe on Saturday 6th September.  Pentewan OCS held its AGM on 15th. 

September proved to be a bit of an Indian summer at times.

On 26th September, the restaurant, Piskey Cove held a coffee morning for Macmillan Cancer Care,

The Village Hall was the venue for Tai Chi lessons by Jon Alexander from 1st October on a weekly basis.  The Harvest Festival service was held at All Saints Church on 5th October.

During the summer the Recorders daughter found a small flint on the beach at Pentewan and took it to the Museum in Truro for examination.  In early October a reply was received to confirm that it was a small flint flake which probably predates the Bronze Age settlement on the Round overlooking the village.  The item is in the Pentewan OCS archive. 

The OCS Winter Festival was held at Bodmin on 1st November and the speaker was Peter Davies; his talk was aptly about Castle Canyke.

Lia Laundy organised a Christmas Fair with some of her friends at the Village Hall on 8th November. They form a group of patchwork enthusiasts and they make the most amazing things including those with Christmas themes.

  A Remembrance Service was held in the Village Square on 11th November.  It was a very moving occasion and was attended by quite a number of residents and friends.  A bugler played who was actually a visitor from Germany, at present working in this country and by all accounts a very good musician.  There was also a poem and the planting of crosses followed by coffee at the Ship Inn. The OCS has a copy of a video taken of the occasion by a resident.

There were some ducklings in the harbour on 15th November; the duck population seems to have diminished unlike the rabbits, which are evident in the nearby fields for all to see.

24th November.  Pentewan Village is not very well represented on the steering group for the new Parish Council for the Pentewan Valley.  More people have been asked to volunteer.  

By 9th December, the village Christmas tree was in position in its usual place, tied to the old village pump in the Village Square.  By the time all the lights were up Pentewan looked magnificent.  There were carols in the Square with the band on 17th and carols by candle light at the Church at 4pm on 21st.  

New Years Eve was fancy dress at the Ship Inn and lots of people were about to see the New Year in.  On the following Day the Ship Inn was packed at 3pm in the afternoon for a performance by the Bucket Boys, not even standing room only.

On 3rd January there were some primroses out in the locality, which seemed very early.  

The employees at Pentewan Sands started work again on 5th January after their Christmas holidays.  This meant that the gate between the Camp Site and harbour area would be open again from Monday to Friday during their working hours.  It is sad not to be able to walk on the main beach for the whole of the Christmas period.

By 7th January, the area of the Pound where the Flood Alleviation Scheme was carried out was silted up again and residents advised the Environmental Agency. It does need to be kept clear in case of backing up from high tides or flooding.

Strong winds from mid afternoon on 17th brought 3 boats into the bay for shelter.  It was calmer the next day but good for the surfers who were plentiful.  After a few more days another 2 large boats dropped anchor in the same area and so it was quite a sight to see 5 vessels in such close proximity. By 28th it was a glorious day and marine manoeuvres took place.  These are now quite a regular occurrence.

We awoke to a covering of snow on 3rd February and a cold week was to follow.  The snow was fun for some who made the most of this unusual occurrence.  There was even a snowman built in the Pub garden.  

There were more manoeuvres in the beach area on 7th February and this was shown on BBC television evening news.  40 Commando based on HMS Ocean began Operation Taurus.  On 18th Plymouth saw the fleet sail out into The Sound destined for the Mediterranean.  This was the biggest deployment for a long time and they would not be returning until the end of the summer.  They would be exercising with allied and friendly countries.  

Local residents, having asked permission from Pentewan Sands, began tiding up the harbour area.  Plant pots were positioned and filled with blooms, an area concreted in a corner to hold all the large refuse bins from the flats, grass planted and maintained and pits filled in.  The OCS was asked to provide a sign to give information about the harbour for visitors.  Robert Evans and Geoffrey Prettyman designed it with the help of a graphic designer and it is now situated at the harbour entrance.  Seats were to be put in an area for picnicking.

On 10th March a meeting was held in the village hall concerning the new parish council and more members were still needed.

By 13th March there were plenty of daffodils about and the days were very much milder and spring like.  

There was a petition at this time at Mill Garage re opposition to a proposed supermarket at Mevagissey, in the Vicarage Hill area. A lot of residents objected in Mevagissey, as they were concerned about losing their smaller shops.

The Camp Site opened for the season on 1st April.  It could be a shorter season than usual for them.  Planning has been requested for a new clubhouse with indoor swimming pool etc. and if this is granted they will close a month early to facilitate building work.  

The Primrose Service took place at All Saints Church on 10th.  

On 5th May at 1am. Police and Fire Brigade were called to the Cycle Hire outlet at the entrance to the cycle trail as a transit pick up truck had been abandoned and torched.  Fortunately there was no damage to the premises and no one was hurt.  However the incident did alarm residents in the area.

There was Jazz in the Ship Inn garden on the afternoon of 10th involving Steve Turner, from the Bucket Boys, who lives in the village. 

Sals Diving School owned by Warren and Tamsin Sallis from the Terrace, helped organise a Dive Fest on the weekend of 16th May.  Lots of people attended and stayed locally.  There were marquees on the campsite to facilitate demonstrations etc and music in the evenings.  Sadly the weather was dreadful and very little diving took place but such was the interest that it could well take place again next year.  

On 4th June elections were held across the country for European, local and parish councils.  The Village Hall at Pentewan as used for voting in the village.  There was no contest for the Parish Council as not enough people had put themselves forward for prospective councillors.  This was followed on 9th by a meeting to wind up the Pentewan Village Trust, which will now be surplus to requirements.  Discussion took place as to where the money from the bank account should go.  It was decided to give half to the Village Hall and the rest to the Gala Committee for the Christmas Lights. An item on the agenda involved the Shrubbery and the new Parish Councillors for Pentewan were introduced.  They are Miles Avery, Ralph Curr and Gill Basham who will act as Chairperson of the whole new Parish Council, named The Pentewan Valley Parish Council which includes Tregorrick, London Apprentice and Nansladron. 

By 19th June the flats on the harbour were being painted.  This would be a big improvement, as they have not been maintained for a very long period of time.

The Air Ambulance was called to the beach area  for a diver on the same day.  

The annual meeting of the Mevagissey Gig club took place on the beach here and the weather was perfect for all concerned.  Many gigs from all over the county attended and could be seen racing in the bay.  

Jennifer Hocking again held an Art Exhibition in the Village Hall commencing on 24th June.

The fire engine was called to the Ship Inn on 26th June where there was a kitchen fire.  It was not serious and no one was injured although traffic was held up for a while.  

On 2nd July there was a thunderstorm after what had been a hot and sunny spell of weather, and by 11th July the temperatures had dropped and the summer seemed to be over.  By 29th July the long-range weather forecasters were being asked where the barbecue summer they had promised us was. 

The O.C.S. Summer Festival was held at Redruth on Saturday 4th July.  

There was an A.G.M. for the Village Hall on 15th July, which was poorly attended.  

The following day a yacht was almost wrecked on a sand bank off the beach.  The owner had anchored off shore and had been warned of the sandbank nearby.  However Fowey lifeboat had to be called out and the rescue services and the boat was taken to Fowey.  More seasonal drama took place on the afternoon of 20th July.  Four children attempted to walk along the rocks from Pentewan to Mevagissey and were alarmed when the tide started to come in.  They alerted their parents who joined them and they all needed rescuing from the cliff by the various services.  They were all hoisted up onto the coast path by winch, courtesy of a helicopter.  A local policeman from Mevagissey attended and tried to calm those rescued.  It attracted quite an audience on a miserable afternoon.

The Bodmin and Trigg Morris Men paid their annual visit on 30th July.  Stalls were set up around the Village Square in aid of the Village Hall from 6.30pm and the dancing began at 8pm.

On 4th August there was an accident on the main road, near Mill Garage.  A motorbike was in collision with a camper van.  It seemed that the motorbike skidded on the wet road when attempting to overtake.  Thankfully no one was hurt.

The sun shone on 5th August and it was about a month since we last had the opportunity to sit on the beach and enjoy the spectacle. Roads seemed to have been overloaded with traffic, possibly visitors looking for wet weather attractions.  

On 12th August in the early evening, a coast guard team was called to rescue a walker who had broken a leg on the cliff path. 

The weekend of 14th, 15th and 16th August saw a lot of activity in the village.  Bunting, which had been put up for the Morris Men night, remained in place and it was time for Gala Day. There was a large marquee in the pub garden, which was to be used over the next three evenings and also for stalls during the day on Sunday. On the Friday evening there was horse racing, although I believe not with live animals. Some pony rides, Yes!   All three evenings were very busy. On the Saturday and Sunday bands played and the Ship Inn did good business.  The Bucket Boys were the second act on the Saturday night and Rocket Dog on Sunday.  Dave Stone, one of their number, lives in Pentewan.  From 12 noon on Sunday there were activities around the harbour and in the Village Square.  The event was opened by what was described in the advertising as a mystery guest, how for those of you who watch Top Gear on TV was The Stig. The fire engine from Mevagissey visited and entertained the children with attempts to use the water hose and such like. A raffle, various stalls, bouncy castle and some sideshows also entertained.  One of the Mevagissey Gigs was on show as well.  Thankfully it remained dry for the proceedings.  There were no fireworks to finish, as there had been a problem with insurance. 

On 22nd August it really was misty and drizzly for most of the day.  Unperturbed, a big sailing event carried on.  The Sprint 15 class arrived in force and took to the bay in large numbers.

The Ship Inn garden was the venue for Tom Pig and friends on Sunday 30th August. This group comprised three members of the Bucket Boys who live in the village and a friend.  Fortunately the marquee had been left in place from the Gala and this saved the day as it was raining again. They provided some music to cheer our afternoon. 

Suffice to say, we hope for a better summer next year.  

